
It’s been a busy six months taking over from Vivien as
Secretary to the Board of Trustees and a steep learning curve
about all kinds of Society schedules and business. I’m really
grateful for everyone bearing with me as I learn the ropes
during this first year and I’m appreciative of all the support I’ve
received from our Chair, Ed, all the other members of the
Board of Trustees, Vivien and Anthony, our Honorary
Treasurer.

Our main task this year has been to take a new look at all the key documents of the
Society and we have held several meetings of the Finance Working Party and the
Governance Subcommittee. The Finance Working Party have, under the direction of
our Honorary Treasurer, Anthony McGarel-Groves and Chaired by Louise, made
inroads into saving the Society money wherever possible, generating income through
fundraising, and looking at how best to invest the Society’s legacy for the future. The
Governance Subcommittee, also Chaired by Louise, have re-written and agreed on
up to date changes to all of our key documents – Mission Statement, Code of
Conduct, Confidentiality Policy, Responsibility and Duties of Trustees, Grievance
Policy, Disciplinary Policy and Constitution - when the latter is approved by all
members of the Society it will be available to download from the Society’s website.
We have also established a Fundraising Subcommittee to be Chaired by Marie Pearse.

In addition to this, I have been carefully going through the
archive I received from Vivien when I took on the role of
Secretary, which is substantial. We have agreed that I will
keep in the office all papers containing any personal informa-
tion relating to a member of the Society as well as docu-
ments going back over the last five years. All other historical
archival material will go to the growing archive of Thalido-
mide-related material at the Wellcome Trust.

As some people may know, when I am not in my role as
Secretary to the Board of Trustees, I work for the Wellcome
Trust, one of Europe’s largest medical history institutes. Last
year I was funded, in collaboration with Professor Anne

INDEPENDENT
Autumn & Winter 2013

Secretary’s Diary ! By Ruth Blue…



Borsay of Swansea University, to undertake an oral history project. We amassed over
100 hours of interview time with people affected by thalidomide. Next year we hope
to add to this by interviewing parents of thalidomiders who are still alive and keen to
speak in their own right. Watch this space.

There have been a number of media projects this year, including three forthcoming
TV documentaries and a Sunday supplement magazine article. The Society has been
keen to assist in these as we are all dedicated to keeping the memory of the story of
thalidomide alive in people’s minds.

A new survey I conducted, with huge help from the Thalidomide Trust, has shown us
that there are many potential new members amongst the thalidomide community –
some have signed up already. We are keen to expand our profile and will be working
towards that over the next twelve months, particularly by updating the website.

Claire, our AGM Coordinator, has been finalising the plans for next year  and booking
forms should now be with you. I would encourage everyone to book as early as
possible to take advantage of our discount rooms and I very much look forward to
seeing both old faces and new faces in March next year.

Ruth Blue.
Secretary to the Board of Trustees.

Your Board of Trustees and how to contact them

The Thalidomide Society,  PO Box 70385, London SE16 9EB

020 7252 0972,  info@thalidomidesociety.org,

NAME EMAIL TELEPHONE

Trustee Claire Elvins ce-elvins@sky.com 07912 640 039

Line Manager Louise Medus-Mansell louise.medus@yahoo.co.uk 07860 253923

Vice Chair Marie Pearse m.pearse1@btinternet.com 07530 281 750

Chair Ed Freeman edwardfreeman1959@gmail.com 07872 647 683

Trustee Hazel Simmons Tomker2@aol.com 07967 613 287

Trustee Margaret Hogg margarethardyhogg@hotmail.co.uk 01226 240 786


